
•MANTIS GONGYLODES. 

Character Genericus. 

Caput nutans, maxillofum, palpis inflrudtum. 

Antenna (plerifque) fetacein. 

Ala quatuor, membranaceae, (plerifque) convo- 

^ luta;; inferiores plicatac. 

Pedes ant id compreffi, fubtus ferrato-denticulati, 

armati ungue folitario et digito fetaceo laterali 

articulate. Pi^/r/quatuor laeves, greflbrii. 

Thorax linearis, elongatus, anguftatus. 

Lin. Syji. Nat. p. 68g. 

Character Specificus, &c. 

MANTIS thorace lineari utrinque dilatato, femo- 

ribus anticis fpina terminatis, reliquis lobo. 

MANTIS GONGYLODES. 

Lin. S)Jl. Nat. p. 690. 

GAAYRA. 

Marcgr. bras. 246. 

In generanda Manti gongylode pene putemus pri- 

mo vifu lufilTe Naturam, membraque ei non ad aux- 

ilium fed ad impedimentum dedilTe. At ulterius 

quae rentes 



quaerentes benigiie ei confultum fuiffe fatebiinur; 

tantuin enim abefl: ut incommodo fit monftrofa hcec 

et inconveniens, quae videtur, partium difpofitio, 

nt exinde etiam magna utilitas exoriatur. Praeda 

vivit more reliqui generis, cui facilius arripiendae 

infervit brachiorum magna longitudo, latetque inter 

ramos ipfa Mantis fecurior vifuque difficilior ob ala¬ 

rum colorem et quafi foliatam fimilitudinem, ne 

quid dicam dicam de crurum et thoracis fumma exi- 

litate. Antennae, quae in plurimis fpeciminibus 

fimplices omnino et more fili deduclae, in nonnullis 

pulchre pefi;inantur. Utrum differentia fit vere 

fpecifica, an fexualis tantum, (quod verfimile vide¬ 

tur) difficile eft pro certo ftatuere. Notandum porro 

eft in vSebae figuris non modo hujus fpeciei fed et 

Mantis ftrumariae antennas interdum pecftinari. Si 

viva polfet infpici Mantis gongylodes, color fortafle 

ei longe eflet vividior : mortuae idem plerumque eft 

ac in tabula. Innafcitur in variis partibus Afiae et 

Africae. 
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1 HE 

LONG-BREASTED MANTIS. 

Generic Character^ 

Head unfteady; mouth armed with jaws, and 

furniflaed with palpi. 

Antennce fetaceous, (fome few fpecies excepted.) 

V/ings four, membranaceous, in moft fpecies con¬ 

voluted: the lower ones (generally) plicated. 

Feet anterior compreffed, ferrated beneath, armed 

w’ith a lateral folitary claw and jointed pro- 

cefs; pojierior four, fmooth, formed for 

walking. 

Thorax (in moft fpecies) elongated and narrowed. 

Specific Character, &c. 

MANTIS wdth linear thorax dilated on each lide, 

the fore thighs terminated by a fpine, the 

other lobated. 

Roes. inf. 2. gryll. t. 7. 

D'Aubent. pi. enl. 65. f. 2. 

Drury inf. \. pi ^6. f. 2. 

The Mantis gongylodes is an infedl of fo fingular 

an appearance, that it feems, at firft view, as if 

formed 



formed by a caprice of Nature, and appears to be 

incommoded by the ftrange and uncouth difpropor- 

tion of its limbs, and the aukwardnefs of its form. 

All thefe feeming incongruities, however, are in re¬ 

ality calculated for the natural habits and modes of 

life to which the animal is deftined; and, inftead of 

proving a difadvantage to it, are, on the contrary, 

the powerful means of its fupport. Like the reft of 

its congeners, it is of a predacious nature; and the 

great length of its fore-legs enables it readily to 

feize and manage the fmaller^infefts on which it 

feeds; while its color and the leaf-like appearance of 

its wings, with the extreme gracility of its thorax 

and legs, make it lefs eafily diftinguifhed amongft 

the vegetables on which it refides, and thus give it 

the advantage of obtaining its prey the more readily. 

The antenna, which in moft fpecimens are fimple 

and filiform, are in others elegantly pedlinated; 

wLether this be really a fpecific difference, or merely 

a fexual one, it is not eafy to determine. It is alfo 

to be obferved, that in the figures of Seba, this 

fpecies, as well as the Mantis ftrumaria, is fome- 

times reprefented with pectinated antennas. Tho’ the 

Mantis gongylodes is generally of the color repre¬ 

fented in the plate, yet when living it is probably 

of a much greener caft: it is a native of many parts 

of Alia and Africa. 


